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How Case Manf@ers Can Help
Behavioral Health Clients with
Parenting & Child Custody Issues

Edie Mannion, M.F.T.
Mental Health Association of Southeastern PA

Barbara 6ranger, Ph.D. i
The Matrix Center at Horizon House

UPENN Collaborative on Community

UPENN Collaborative on Community Integration:
The RRTC Promoting Community Integration of
Individuals with Psychiatric Disabilitics

» Based at the University of Pennsylvania with The
Cleaninghouse at the Mental Health Association of
Southeastern Pennsylvama, and The Matrix Center
at Honzon House, Inc.

« Conducting research, training and technical
assistance on diverse topics, 1.e., housing,
education, employment, citizenship, Olmstead
implementation, peer support, and others.

* Visit our website hitp://www.upennrric.org to learn
more and access information, produets and links.

PUPENN COLLABSRATIVE ON
COMMUNITY INTEGRATION
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Research on Parents
with Mental Iliness

+ Have children at * Receive less pre-natal
similar rates as care & have more
ﬂeneral population, but obstetrical problems

igher rates of
cusiog loss (esthigh . peport difficulties
managing mental
illness and children'’s
+ Have same rate of needs

child abuse as general
population, but ilgher
ct

hate of child neg + Are hesitant to seek

treatment..
Fear child custody loss

UFEMM Colisborative on Community Infegration

The Philadelphia Story

(Park JM, Solomon, PS & Mandell, D.
Psychiatric Services, 57(4) 493-397, 2006

+ Largest study ever comparing 4 827 MA-eligible
mothers in Philadelphia with and without cldims
for psychiatric services to examine their
involvement with child protective services (CPS)
Mothers with mental illness were 3 times as likely
to have children in CPS and 3 times more likely to
have a child in out of home placement

* Psychiatric inpatient hospitalization increased the
likelihood of CPS involvement 2 times and having a
child in out of home placement nearly 3 times.

UFEMM Colisborative on Community Infegration
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Research Implications

+ Behavioral health providers need to help
their clients:

Discuss their readiness to parent (birth control?)
Learn about state child abuse laws & their rights

Understand the importance of p iannm? for
respite childcare other than child profective sves.

Use parenting as an incentive for recovery work

Strengthen their parenting skills by accessing
nting resources

- Collaboration and cross Tmmm%‘uf providers
in adult behavioral health and child
protective service (CPS) systems

UPENN Colldbiorative on Community Integretion B

"THE CASE MANAGER
DILEMMA"

:IOW TO I?::ILAI'EE
« T spons t
de:efgp a gu::dI ngk?ng
liance involving mutual
trust with their adult
clients AI\ID

+ There lblh
ensure the s:lfch_.r af minar
children in the care of
their clients, and report
child abuse/neglect

UPENN Colldbiorative on Community Integretion 6
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